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Lenten Ramblings 

 

This shall be a sign unto you… Luke 2:12.  I’m sure that most have heard comedian Bill Engevall 

close his show with “Here’s your sign”!  In this segment of his show he relates a personal story 

where a person responds with a statement that the person hasn’t thought through.  After the 

laughter begins to subside, he says “Here’s your sign”. 

After visiting a church in Punta Gorda and having lunch with a pastor in the district I returned 

to my office to see a car in my parking space!  Then I saw it!  My sign that says District 

Superintendent was gone!  I thought “where’s my sign!”  That sign was a reminder to all that I 

had a place designated for me to park and somebody had taken my sign!  For five years this was 

a sign that marked my place and let others know where my place was.  I thought who would 

“move my cheese”… I mean my sign.  Was it taken as a practical joke or by someone who needed 

that piece of flat metal nailed to a pole, to fish a bike or some other object from the retention 

pond behind the office?  My designated place of authority had been taken away!  Could I count 

on my space to be open when I needed a place to park my car without my sign?  Where’s my 

sign!!!  But as I thought about this symbol, I realized that many things that are often cherished 

are objects that in reality have little value and don’t even represent who we are!   

 

In Luke Chapter 2, we are told about the birth of Christ and an angel of the Lord says “this 

shall be a sign unto you”.  It was not a magnificent light or unbelievable display of wonder…it was 

a baby!  A child that would bring salvation and hope to the world! 

 

Thirty three years later, that baby would be a man who loved and cared for others and helped 

people see the dark places in their lives and the people of that time called for his death.  Early 

the following Sunday morning after his death, a follower, Mary Magdalene, came to bring spices 

for the battered and destroyed life.  When she arrived, she saw 2 men standing inside the 

empty tomb and she said “They have taken away my Lord; we don’t know where they have laid 



him”.  (John 20:13)  In this story it was a huge stone that was a sign but like many, they missed 

the real sign…Jesus was alive! 

 

Yes, somebody took my sign, but as a Christian and a pastor, I know of other signs I need to 

see.  Not only are there signs of suffering, like Deaf Child at play, Polluted Lake, or Poor Air 

Quality, there are also signs of hope.  Signs that bring joy and hope like; it’s a Girl, or Happy 

Birthday!  Wherever my sign is, I hope it was useful for someone, or it makes someone laugh at 

its silliness. 

 

Happy Easter! 

 

God Bless, 

Alan 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

All Lay & Clergy Members are encouraged to attend. In addition to other key information 

related to Annual Conference, a complete review of the voting procedures for electing 

Delegates to the 2012 General and Jurisdictional Conferences will be presented. We'll keep the 

meetings short and to-the-point, but they will offer crucial preparation to maximize your 

effectiveness as a responsible voting member of the 2011 Annual Conference. Mark your 

calendar today and commit to attend one of these meetings. Don't miss this chance to help our 

Church to transform our world!  Go to www.flumc.org and click on the 2011 Annual Conference 

icon to get information on Annual Conference and to print a list of all the delegate nominees.  

Call the South West District Office if you have any questions. 

 

DATES – TIMES – LOCATIONS: 
May 3 – Pre-Annual Conference Orientation, Estero UMC, 6:30pm 
May 12 – Pre-Annual Conference Orientation, Christ UMC-Venice, 6:30pm 
May 15 – Pre Annual Conference Orientation, First UMC-Sebring, 3:00pm 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
CLERGY TEAM MEETING --- SAVE THE DATE!!! MAY 3, 2011 

Clergy Team Meeting AND Alan’s Farewell Lunch.  We will start gathering at 9am 

at Cleveland UMC (you know the place!) and start the meeting at 9:30am.  This will 

be an opportunity to say good-bye to ALL of our moving and retiring pastors.  

REGISTER ON-LINE AT WWW.FLUMC.ORG.  SELECT “DISTRICTS” ON THE 
LEFT SIDE OF THE HOMEPAGE. SCROLL DOWN AND SELECT “SOUTH WEST” 
AND SELECT THE SW CLERGY TEAM MEETING. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

http://www.flumc.org/


FAREWELL TO OUR DISTRICT 

SUPERINTENDENT 
 

By now most of you have heard that Rev. J. Alan Jefferson will be returning to a local church 

(LUCKY CHURCH!!!) July 1st.  The South West District will be hosting three opportunities to say 

goodbye.  Please join us after the South West District Pre-Conference Orientations on May 3rd, 

May 12th or May 15th.  No RSVP’s required.  Call Sandy at the District Office with any questions. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

FROM MIKE EDWARDS (SW DISTRICT YOUTH COORDINATOR) 
 

Youth Lock-In Event March 18-20, 2011…. 

45 youth and adults gathered for worship, games, service, and fellowship.  There were 6 
churches from our district represented plus a church from the Atlantic Coast.  Kale 

Dailey from Englewood UMC was lead on this weekend of extreme faith and fun.  
Everyone participated in evening worship both nights, crazy games, a community 

service opportunity at a local park, and an afternoon at the YMCA.  The youth said the 

Alpine climbing tower was “awesome.”  Friendships  and connections were made or 
renewed, (many of us had already met at summer camps.)  Thanks to Englewood UMC, 

Port Charlotte UMC, Gulf Cove UMC, and the SW District Leadership Council for helping 
make this event a great success. 
 

Information on Three Upcoming Special Events for Youth Workers 
 
Rooted - South Florida!! Monday, April 11th at the Riverside Retreat UM Camp in Labelle 
Rooted is an event for all Florida United Methodist youth workers. We had a very successful Rooted event in 
Central Florida in September. 36 youth workers joined together for fellowship and connection. Now we're 
coming to South Florida.  New youth workers should come. We'll be looking at Child-Protection, Confirmation 
and other important issues. Veteran youth workers should come to. We need to get our new folks and our 
veterans together to support each other.  An information flyer is attached. The event is $10. Lunch is included. 
Registration opens on 3/10. Please pass this on to the UM youth leaders in your area. 
Information submitted by: Dave Sippel, Director of Ministries with Young People, Florida Conference, The 
United Methodist Church, 450 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, Lakeland, FL 33815-1522, Direct Number: 
(863)393-1442 
 
The Academy of YMI: Four days of workshops, networking, encouragement, and more. Featuring the 
SKIT GUYS providing entertainment and the message. Full-time, part-time, and volunteer youth workers. 
Save the date: October 12 - 15, 2011 at First UMC in Orlando. More details very soon. SAVE THE DATE!! 
 
Youth Worker Sabbath Retreat: Need a little quiet space in your busy life. Youth ministry can be tough. At 
times you may even feel like you're loosely connecting with God.  January 19 to 21, 2012. Come enjoy a quiet 
Sabbath experience led by Brent Parker of This Way Ministries. http://thiswayministries.org/about.html 

http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/CAHJEMHHIBPJFJPGGPHLKNGJILCEIJFAJNGEIBOFJGLGNNGNGBDAEIJHLNLKIHFBBMHPFDHI


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
FINANCIAL EDUCATION WORKSHOP FOR CLERGY 

SET FOR MAY 4-6 IN ORLANDO 
  
The Foundation will host its second annual “Clergy Guide to Personal and Church Finance” May 4-6 
at the Hawthorn Suites Hotel, 7450 Augusta National Drive, Orlando. The intensive three-day 
workshop will focus on the major financial challenges facing clergy as they manage their own budgets 
and that of a church. The workshop, offered for the first time in 2010, is “designed to fill the gap 
between training for pastoral leadership and the real life experiences clergy face,” according to the 
Rev. Wee-Li Tan, president of the Foundation. “Because most clergy do not receive financial training 
or business administrative training as part of the educational process, the Foundation is offering this 
course as a way to fill the gap,” he said. “We believe that clergy need to be familiar with best financial 
and business practices in order to be successful.” 
  
The workshop lays out a foundation for personal and church finance, including how to develop a 
theology of money. Topics covered include fundamentals of finance and financial planning, church 
finance, stewardship and the cultural challenges facing clergy and the church. Workshop leaders 
include Foundation and Conference staff and lay business professionals with wide-ranging expertise 
on financial matters. Continuing Education credits are offered. 
  
Because many personal financial decisions are family matters, clergy are encouraged to bring 
spouses to the seminar. Cost is $195 for couples and $125 for singles. Tuition covers overnight 
accommodations, workshop sessions and materials and most meals. Under special circumstances, 
scholarships are available. 
  
Online registration is available at the Foundation website, www.fumf.org. Registration deadline is 
Monday, April 18. For more information, contact the Foundation, toll free, at (866) 363-9673. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Health Care Decisions Day – Sarasota County 
Information provided from one of our Parish Nurses:  The Health Care Decisions Day is April 16th in 
the Auditorium at Sarasota Memorial Hospital from 10 am to 12 pm.  It would be a worthwhile 
program for all to attend.  It is a free presentation given by a physician, elder care law attorney and a 
lay person.  This workshop is open to all to help everyone understand the necessity of thinking about 
and making decisions about End of Life before that time comes. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
April 3: Memorial UMC in Lake Placid will be blessed with nationally known worship leader, pianist, 
and song writer, Bryan Popin at a concert on Sunday, April 3 at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary.  Bryan has 
a calling to encourage and change peoples' lives through his worship and through his 
music.  He has a true heart for worship and always gives God all the glory.  Bryan is greatly 
appreciated by all ages and genres as he is an encouragement and inspiration to both the young and 
old and all those in between.  A love offering will be taken to help cover his ministry expenses. 
 

http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/CAHIFDHKIBOGFGPGGIHGJKHJJKPCIGEJJOFMHHLAJJMDNMIACMPLFDFMHL


April 22: Good Friday Pilgrimage Down Main Street Sarasota. Everyone is invited to observe The 
Way or Stations of The Cross in a silent procession down Main Street, Sarasota.  Many of Sarasota’s 
churches will be participating with Pastors, Priests, church leaders and youth groups taking parts in 
this Community Service.  Stopping for worship and prayer at each of the fourteen Stations will offer 
an opportunity for reflection upon the different moments of Christ’s passion journey. A service booklet 
sharing the acts of worship for each station will be distributed to all participating pilgrims.  This 
Downtown Sarasota tradition began with a group from Church of The Redeemer Episcopal Church in 
the 1970’s, and was taken over in 1996 by Redeemer’s Friday Men’s Prayer Breakfast. Fifteen 
people participated in the 1996 procession.  Since 2002, the Sarasota Ministerial Association has 
joined Redeemer Church in being a witness to Sarasota of Christ’s redemptive sufferings. Last year 
approximately 300 participated.  The Christian pilgrimage gathers at 7:15 AM and begins at 7:30 AM 
in front of the Hollywood 20 Theater. For those who want to park at the final station at the Church of 
the Redeemer, buses will be transporting pilgrims from Redeemer Church beginning at 6:45 AM to 
Hollywood 20. The final station is at the Church of the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Ave. and will be 
reached near 8:30 AM, when all are invited to a Service of Morning Prayer (Matins). If you have seen 
the movie, The Passion of Christ, come observe Christ’s passion on the day the world celebrates it. 
 
April 22 & 23: Come experience The Victor – Feel your own commitment deepen – Then, delight in 
the glory of His resurrection and ascension.  St. John’s United Methodist Church with Pastor Tom 
Fuller, Stage Director/Producer and Lorraine Murphy, Musical Director, a cast of over one hundred 
plus featured musicians on the harp, organ and piano will host the Easter Musical Drama, The Victor 
by David Clydesdale on  April 22  and  April 23 at  7:00 p.m.  This fast-moving, vibrant musical drama 
portrays the Easter story from the raising of Lazarus to the resurrection of Christ.  6611 Proctor Road 
– Sarasota 34241 – 941.925.2661 – Nursery Provided 
 
April 22-24: Iglesia Cristiana Esperanza, Metodista Unida First United Metodist – Ft. Myers: "Great 
Holy Week Revival" - April 22,23 and 24 – Time: 6pm. For more information contact Rev Lia Icaza 
Willetts at firstchurch@fumcftmyers.org 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Don’t forget to go to flumc.org for your invoicing on health 

insurance, pension, workman’s compensation and 
property/casualty every month.  Look on the right side of the 

site for the box that says:  Billing Information 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
For those needing CEUs…! 
 
The August 8th  – 11th Wisdom and Grace conference at Lake Junaluska offers a professional track workshop; 
participants earn one CEU.  This year’s leader is Brian Jones, Senior Research 
Engineer, Interactive Media Technology Center, Georgia Tech.  Entitled “Technologies to Support Aging-in-
Place,” Mr. Jones will cover advanced technologies that have the potential to help older adults remain in 
their home longer, while reducing the need for constant on-site supervision by both professional and family 
caregivers.  Participants will learn about technologies for: 1.) monitoring independent ambulation (daily 
activities), 2.) providing medication reminders and adherence, and 3.) assisting with social communication.  
A portion of the workshop will introduce the future of such technologies providing: wellness coaching to 
maintain health; tools for self-management of chronic conditions; and the potential to enable clinicians to 
provide more personalized care through better understanding of the individual’s behavior and needs.  

mailto:firstchurch@fumcftmyers.org


Demonstrations of some products currently available in these categories will be provided to help 
participants understand how they function. 

 
Additionally, the conference preacher is Dr. Leonard Sweet.  For more information and/or to 

register, go to http://www.lakejunaluska.com/wisdom-and-grace/. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 RESEARCHING CHURCH WORSHIP TRANSITIONS—Gulf Cove UMC needs one more church to 
participate in their study of church worship transitions – Avoiding the Worship Wars. If your church is 
anticipating adding or changing an existing service within the next 6 months, please contact Bill 
Fisackerly at revbill@ewol.com. 
 

 Lowry Chord Organ Available: The District Office received the following email…..My mother lived in 
Sarasota more than 25 years and passed away last November.  She had a mid-1990’s Lowery Citation 
organ.  My sister and I would like to contribute it to a local (Sarasota area) Methodist Church.  Our only 
stipulation is that it must be picked up from our Mother’s condo as we cannot deliver it (this is a full-
size, performance-quality organ, not a keyboard or chord organ).    If someone would like to see the 
organ, my sister, Janet Vaught, is currently in Sarasota and can be contacted at 618-203-9235. 
Contributing Mother’s Lowery organ to a church would be our final tribute to her and her love of 
music. 

 Part-Time Director of Music needed for Manatee UMC in Bradenton, FL.  Position includes 
organist/pianist and choir director responsibilities for one Sunday worship service, special services 
throughout the year, a weekly adult choir rehearsal (September –May), and the selection and 
preparation of anthems and other music.  Candidates must also be available for weddings and funerals 
for additional compensation.  Competitive Salary.  Two weeks paid vacation.  For more information or 
to apply contact:  Rev. Susan Schrier Clouse, ssclouse@verizon.net or 941-447-9876.  

 Children’s Coordinator position is available at Estero United Methodist Church.  This is a part time 
position requiring 10 to 15 hours weekly and pay will be commensurate with experience.  Please 
submit a resume and references to: Estero United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 68, Estero, Florida  
33928 
 

Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
 

Apr 4-6 – District Administrative Assistant Training (SW District Office staff will be unavailable) 
May 1 – Announcement Sunday 
May 3 – Clergy Team Meeting, Cleveland UMC, 9:30am (gathering at 9:00am) 
May 3 – Pre-Annual Conference Orientation, Estero UMC, 6:30pm 
May 12 – Pre-Annual Conference Orientation, Christ UMC-Venice, 6:30pm 
May 15 – Pre Annual Conference Orientation, First UMC-Sebring, 3:00pm 
May 26 – DNA Coaching on TRAINING), Location: Hope, Cape Coral (9am-11:30am) 
Feb 26 – DNA Coaching (Transformation TRAINING), Location: Trinity, Arcadia (1:30pm-4pm) 

http://www.lakejunaluska.com/wisdom-and-grace/
mailto:revbill@ewol.com
mailto:ssclouse@verizon.net
http://www.flumc.org/


Mar 1 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Charlotte Harbor (9am-11:30am) 
Mar 1 – DNA Coaching (Transformation COACHING), Location: Vamo, Sarasota (1:30pm-4pm) 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 


